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of breaking any material part of it. Otherwise, it may go, as the engineers say, ' smash at once.' These are the general reasons why I wish Brougham to lead." ]-
Melbourne's sudden dismissal by the King. on the appointment of Wellington left him quite unmoved. In December 1834 he wrote: "With respect to politics as they noAv stand, I am quite at ease. Before Wellington first took office, yet when a change was seen to be at hand, Hobhouse, being then at the Duke of Bedford's at Woburn, wrote to me for my opinion respecting probable public proceedings. I, in reply, said there never could be what was called a strong or, as to time, a long administration until very great changes in the whole plan and system of government had happened. Wellington's administration cannot continue for two years, and whose is to follow his ? And whose that ? &c. &c. In five years boys now fifteen years of age will be men. In ten years boys who are ten years old will be men, men of twenty, thirty, and so on, and time will have quietly sent a large number of old prejudiced aristocrats to the grave, and substituted for them young, energetic fellows, brought up very generally without reverence for authority, and imbued with notions of representative government. I need not point out to you the consequences." 2
Peel on his return from Italy, in December, took over the premiership from Wellington, and at once dissolved Parliament. The Whigs came back from the election seriously weakened in numbers, and dependent for any possible majority upon Irish and Radical support. A rough note made by Place at the time states that Warburton called, on February 9, 1835, "... and we had a very long conversation respecting a plan he had suggested some time before, and was diligently employed
1  Place to Parkes, July 17, 1834.
2  Place to J. Prout, December 21, 1834.ttle friction, and thoroforo with very littlo chtiucuu, March 4, 1834.
